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DROUGHT-TOLERANT PASTURE LEGUME — LEBECKIA ISANTI 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [10.02 am]: 
Last night, I was privileged to launch a new perennial pasture legume, Lebeckia isanti. Professor John Howieson 
from Murdoch University’s Centre for Rhizobium Studies has led this project for 15 years—a global hunt for 
plants that could thrive in WA’s gutless white sand soils. This pasture is a cultivar that has been developed from 
plants collected from the wild in the Western Cape province of South Africa. It has been developed to provide 
a drought-tolerant pasture for WA, creating feed during late summer, and autumn. In 2016, the South African 
government was contacted for permission to bioprospect and develop Lebeckia commercially. Last night, we 
celebrated the conclusion of those negotiations. Murdoch University and the South African government’s 
Agricultural Research Council signed a commercialisation agreement for the new cultivar of Lebeckia isanti. 
Under this agreement, the new Lebeckia crop will be made available to Australian and South African farmers, with 
the first seed available for sale next year. 
Lebeckia could be a game changer for WA sheep farmers in providing an alternative feed source for livestock 
during periods of lower rainfall and dry years. It has the potential to support the welfare of grazing animals. Its 
nitrogen-fixing qualities could massively boost the productivity of currently wasted soils. We look forward to 
seeing Lebeckia isanti in the hands of Western Australian farmers who, together with our scientists, will continue 
to find the best ways to fit this unique plant into mixed cropping and grazing systems. 
Congratulations to Professor John Howieson and his team at Murdoch University, with assistance from scientists 
at the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, for this achievement. John has worked for 
years to reach this point and our state is deeply grateful for his dedication to agricultural research and development. 
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